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The labor ministry is resorting to naming and shaming tactics as it cracks down on “black
companies” — business entities that exploit their workers and fail to improve or take corrective
measures despite warnings by the government authorities.

On Wednesday, the Health, Labor and Welfare Ministry published on its website a list of 334
companies that received warnings from the ministry over excessive overtime by employees or
whose cases were sent to prosecutors for other kinds of labor law violations since last October. The
names of such companies had been always made public, but only through regional labor bureaus.
Wednesday’s move marks the first time a nationwide list was released through a central
government website.

Included in the list are ad giant Dentsu and electronics manufacturer Panasonic Corp., over which
the ministry sent papers to prosecutors after it was discovered they made their employees put in
excessive and illegal hours of overtime, as well as Japan Post Co., which had failed to report a work-
related injury of an employee who hurt his shoulders while delivering packages.

More than 200 companies on the list were accused of failing to ensure workers’ safety, including
some 20 construction companies caught for not providing a handrail for people working on
scaffolds. Dozens of firms were accused of unpaid wages, and many others were also named for
excessive overtime work.

The ministry also released its policy on disclosure of such information, saying that it will make
public the names and addresses of subjected businesses, along with the date when labor
authorities turned over the papers to prosecutors and a summary of the accusations.

The names will remain on the site, which gets updated monthly, for about a year after the ministry’s
move against the companies, but they will be withdrawn within a year if corrective measures are
taken, the ministry said.

The list of companies can be viewed in Japanese at & www.mhlw.go.jp/kinkyu/dl/170510-01.pdf
(http://www.mhlw.go.jp/kinkyu/dl/170510-01.pdf)
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